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Tanya Geiger, 14, (left) harvested this impressive 8 point, 183 pound, buck on November 
6, 2010 while being mentored by her father Andy Geiger (right). The hunt was part of 
Sandhill Outdoor Skills Center's Learn to Hunt program for youth and first time deer 
hunters. After some early morning disappointment, this buck came through in mid-
afternoon while following a doe. After making an excellent shot with her 30-06, the 
buck was recovered about 50 yards from where she shot it. Tanya came out of the hunt 
beaming from her success while also making her dad proud. It was a great experience, 
and the memories will not be forgotten. Congratulations Tanya!  
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Hunters need to check with local governments for weapon restrictions as 
some prohibit rifles and other weapon types within their boundaries.

firewood rule: Firewood brought onto state managed lands must not come from 
more than 25 miles away. Details can be found by phone at 1-877-303-WOOD 
(9663) or online at dnr.wi.gov; search for 'firewood'.
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A message to Wisconsin’s deer hunters:

I’ve asked department staff to emphasize the three “Hs” as we talk deer this 
fall season: Hunt, Harvest, and Help. Here’s what I mean by this phrase.

Hunt – After green and gold, the next most common color within Lambeau 
Field is blaze orange. Deer, and deer hunting, are key parts of the Wisconsin 
we cherish. For 2011, I want us to just step back and celebrate our deer hunting 
heritage. We have a world-class deer herd that attracts hunters from all 50 
states and many foreign countries. No other state contributes more record book 
bucks annually than we do. We are also a top state both in the quality and 
quantity of deer harvested each year. This will be Wisconsin’s 102nd modern 
era deer hunting season. Just like seasons past, first time hunters will take to 
the woods and fields to learn from our veteran deer hunters. Did you know that 
we had nearly 5,000 deer hunters that were 80+ years young last year? I'm 
sure they shared memories - like you did - with nearly 1,400 10 and 11 year 
olds that participated in the Mentored Hunt programs. Let’s all keep our deer 
hunting heritage strong by joining the hunt!

Harvest - If your family gatherings are like mine, venison snacks are a real 
treat. Brats, summer sausage, hot sticks, or some other tasty item quickly 
becomes a topic of conversation. Enjoying venison is a way of stretching 
deer camp into a year-around event. Your harvest is a very important part of 
Wisconsin’s economy. For many meat processors, the deer season is a big part 
of their annual business. I also want to thank you for sharing your deer harvest 
to help the hungry. In the past 11 years, you’ve donated more than 77,000 deer 
and 3.4 million pounds of ground venison to Wisconsin’s food pantries. Another 
remarkable aspect to Wisconsin’s deer harvest is that no other state contributes 
more record book bucks annually than we do.

Help – Beyond the fun (the hunt) and the treasures (the harvest and memories), 
Wisconsin’s deer hunters are our partners in managing the deer herd on 
behalf of all Wisconsin citizens. We all know that the deer herd does need to 
be managed. In some cases, an overabundance of deer can cause problems 
for farmers or cause long-term damage to forests. Unfortunately, we’ve also 
learned that our deer herd is not immune to disease issues and hunters can help 
slow the spread of disease. In short, deer hunters play a vital role in keeping a 
healthy herd, and as I have stated often…we can’t do this without you! If you 
are hunting in a Herd Control or CWD unit, please consider harvesting an 
extra antlerless deer among your hunting party or from your property.

I’m very excited about the 2011 deer hunting season, and the traditions that we 
are all helping to keep alive and well. I hope you are excited as well. Let’s all 
get out there and hunt, harvest, and help.

Have a great fall!
Cathy Stepp

Secretary
Wisconsin DNR
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What’s new in 2011
• Most hunters are not allowed to hunt antlerless deer in 8 regular-buck only deer 

management units. Archery and gun antlerless deer carcass tags are not valid in units 
3, 7, 29B, 34, 35, 39, 44, and 45. No bonus antlerless tags will be available in these 
units. See pages 11-13 and 15 for exceptions for Armed Forces members, youth ages 
10-17, and certain disabled hunting permit holders.

• In the CWD-MZ, the Earn-A-Buck requirements do not apply when using a person's 
one Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag or when using a person's one Archery Buck Deer 
Carcass Tag. All other buck deer harvest in the CWD-MZ and tagged with any other 
tag must follow EAB rules.

•	 The 4-day October antlerless-only hunt will only occur in the CWD-MZ.
• Beginning in 2011, all youth ages 10-17 will automatically be issued a free antlerless 

deer carcass tag when they purchase a gun deer license. This tag is valid for one 
antlerless deer in any DMU, including the regular-buck only units which have no 
antlerless quota, during any open deer season with the appropriate license and 
corresponding weapon. This tag is issued along with the youth’s gun deer license 
through any license agent, and may also be filled in any DMU statewide during the 
archery season with legal archery gear if the person also holds a valid archery license.

• One-time only free antlerless deer carcass tags which were issued to a person upon 
completing a Hunter Education Class are no longer being issued.

•	 Telescopic sights with magnification can now be used statewide during all gun 
seasons, including the muzzleloader-only deer season.

•	 Whole deer carcasses and certain parts of those carcasses may be transported outside 
of the CWD-MZ and its adjacent DMUs if the carcass or parts are transported to a 
licensed taxidermist or licensed meat processor within 72 hours of registration.

• Landowner Permits and CWD hunter permits are available within the CWD 
Management Zone and will be valid from January 9 through March 31, 2012. See 
page 40 for details.

•	 The DNR will mail a 2011 Buck Authorization Sticker to hunters who harvest a 
CWD-positive buck. If you harvested a CWD-positive buck last year and did not 
receive a 2010-2011 Buck Authorization Sticker in the mail, please notify the DNR 
at 1-888-WDNR-INFO.

• Deer hunting will be allowed at Nelson Dewey State Park during the November 
firearm season.

•	 Hunting will be allowed during the	muzzleloader-only season at Big Bay State Park.
• Rifles will be allowed for hunting deer in Waupaca County during the 9-day firearm 

season.
• Archery deer season will be open concurrently with the 9-day firearm deer season.

Definitions
antlerless deer: any deer without antlers or any deer with both antlers less than 3 

inches in length.
Buck deer: a deer with at least one antler which is 3 inches or longer in length.
Ground blind: a blind that is located on the ground or used to conceal a hunter hunting 

from the ground. Ground blinds do not include elevated blinds or other elevated 
devices such as tree stands where both the blind and the hunter are in a tree or 
elevated device above the ground.

Vehicle: includes any device, motorized or not, in, upon, or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or towed upon a highway or other roadway.
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unit Breakdown 2011
See map on page 28 to determine your type of unit
• 38 regular units: The buck deer carcass tag issued with your deer license is valid 

for a buck in these units. Antlerless tags are available in 30 regular units at a cost of 
$12 for residents or $20 for non-residents, and are sold over the counter on a first 
come, first served basis until sold out. See page 14.

• 74 Herd control units: The buck deer carcass tag and free antlerless deer carcass 
tag that are issued with each deer license are valid in these units, and unlimited $2 
antlerless tags are available. See page 15. There will be no October antlerless-only 
hunt in Herd Control Units in 2011.

• 22 cWD management Zone units: In the CWD-MZ, the EAB requirements do 
not apply to a person's one Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag or to a person's one Archery 
Buck Deer Carcass Tag. All bucks tagged with a tag other than the Buck Carcass 
Tag that was issued with your license must follow EAB rules. Unlimited Earn-A-
Buck regulations apply to all archery and gun deer seasons except the October and 
December four-day antlerless-only hunts when only antlerless deer may be harvested. 
Any of the carcass tags described on pages 14-15 are valid in these units. See these 
pages for further instructions.

Deer marked for research purposes
Beginning in 2010, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources made its 
greatest investment ever in Wisconsin deer research. Federal Wildlife Restoration 
Act funds are being used to conduct a number of research projects to improve our 
deer population knowledge, including buck mortality and fawn recruitment studies. 
The University of Wisconsin–Madison, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin Conservation Congress, Whitetails Unlimited, Safari Club International, 
AFL-CIO, Union Sportsmen’s Alliance, and numerous Wisconsin citizens are key 
partners in these research efforts. We will be looking for help from additional partners 
to increase our capacity for gathering valuable information through these multi-year 
research studies.
The buck mortality and fawn recruitment studies will provide information on the 
magnitude and relative importance of various causes of buck mortality (hunting, 
predation, vehicle collisions, weather, etc.), and causes of mortality and rates of loss 
of fawns (including the roles of predation, habitat, and weather) across northern 
(Sawyer, Price, and Rusk Counties) and east-central (Shawano, Waupaca, and 
Outagamie Counties) Wisconsin.
Importantly, researchers have captured and marked numerous deer throughout these 
areas. External markings on deer include mortality-sensing radiocollars and metal 
ear tags. The Department would like to make clear that if hunters encounter any of 
these animals while hunting this fall, they are legal to harvest. The Department asks 
hunters to treat these deer as they would any other deer, and to make the decision 
about whether or not to harvest them as if they were not marked. The Department has 
provided contact information on all radiocollars and ear tags and asks that hunters 
report harvest information of all marked animals by contacting DNR Research 
Scientist Christopher Jacques at 608-221-6358 (i.e., the number listed on collars 
and ear tags). Obtaining harvest information on all study animals is critical and the 
Department thanks everyone for their assistance with collecting and reporting this 
important information. Please feel free to contact Christopher Jacques at 608-221-
6358 if you have additional questions about our deer research program. Thank you, 
and good luck hunting! 
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Deer Hunting seasons: regular units
Deer populations are at or near goal in these units. Harvesting zero or a limited number 
of antlerless deer maintains a DMU’s population near established goals. Regular units 
are the non-shaded and darker gray shaded units on the Deer Management Unit map 
(pages 28–29). This includes the following units: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 13, 14, 24, 26, 28, 29a, 
29B, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 49a, 49B, 50, 52, 53, 55, 56, 
59a, and 78. See pages 42-45 for information on state park unit (52A and 59E) seasons.
Archery antlerless deer carcass tags are not valid in the darker gray shaded units: 
3, 7, 29B, 34, 35, 39, 44, and 45.

seasons & Harvest limits
2011 Gun Deer seasons–regular units
season Harvest limits
October 8 - 9 Youth Gun Deer Hunt (see page 39)

November 19 - 27
One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag 
and one antlerless deer per unused Unit Specific Antlerless 
Deer Carcass Tag.

December 8 - 11 Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused 
Unit Specific Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag.

2011 Archery Deer Seasons–Regular Units
season Harvest limits

September 17 - November 17 & 
November 19 - January 8, 2012

One buck per unused Archery Buck Carcass Tag, 
eXcept December 8–11. One antlerless deer per unused 
valid* Archery Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag and one 
antlerless deer per unused Unit Specific Antlerless Deer 
Carcass Tag.

December 8 - 11

Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused 
valid* Archery Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag and one 
antlerless deer per unused Unit Specific Antlerless Deer 
Carcass Tag.

2011 muzzleloader Deer seasons–regular units
season Harvest limits

November 28 - December 7
One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag 
and one antlerless deer per unused Unit Specific Antlerless 
Deer Carcass Tag.

* Archery antlerless deer carcass tags are not valid in units: 3, 7, 29B, 34, 35, 39, 44, 
and 45.

Always Remember the Four Rules of Firearm Safety
1. Treat every gun as if it were loaded. 
2. Always point the muzzle in a safe direction. 
3. Be sure of your target and beyond. 
4. Keep your finger out of the trigger guard until you are ready to shoot.
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Deer Hunting seasons: Herd control units
Units are designated as Herd Control Units when a deer population is significantly 
over goal and increased antlerless harvest is required to bring populations toward goal. 
Herd Control Deer Management Units are the lighter grey shaded units on the Deer 
Management Unit map (pages 28-29). There will be unlimited Antlerless Deer Carcass 
Tags available in Herd Control Units. Hunters will receive one free with each deer 
license, and additional tags may be purchased at $2 each. There will NOT be a 4-day 
October antlerless-only season in Herd Control Units. Herd Control Units include: 
1m, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 22a, 23, 25, 27, 33, 46, 47, 51a, 
51B, 54a, 54B, 54c, 57, 57a, 57B, 57c, 58, 59B, 59c, 59D, 59m, 60a, 60B, 60m, 
61, 62a, 62B, 63a, 63B, 64, 64m, 65a, 65B, 66, 67a, 67B, 68a, 68B, 69, 72, 73B, 
73D, 74A, 74B, 77C, 77M, 80A, 80B, and 81. See page 8 for season dates in Metro 
Units 1M, 59M, 60M, 64M, and 77M. See pages 42-45 for information on state park 
unit (23A, 57D, 61A, 64A, 69C, 72A, 73A, 77D, 77E, and 80C) seasons.

2011 Gun Deer seasons–Herd control units
season Harvest limits
October 8 - 9 Youth Gun Deer Hunt (see page 39)

November 19 - 27

One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag 
and one antlerless deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass 
Tag which specifies being valid statewide or in Herd 
Control and EAB units.

December 8 - 11
Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused 
Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag which specifies being valid 
statewide or in Herd Control and EAB units.

2011 Archery Deer Seasons–Herd Control Units
season Harvest limits

September 17 - November 17 & 
November 19 - January 8, 2012

One buck per unused Archery Buck Carcass Tag  
eXcept December 8-11. One antlerless deer per unused 
Archery Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag and one antlerless 
deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag which 
specifies being valid statewide or in Herd Control and 
EAB units. 

December 8 - 11

Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused 
Archery Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag and one antlerless 
deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag which 
specifies being valid statewide or in Herd Control and 
EAB units.

2011 muzzleloader Deer seasons–Herd control units
season Harvest limits

November 28 - December 7

One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag 
and one antlerless deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass 
Tag which specifies being valid statewide or in Herd 
Control and EAB units.
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Herd control units: continued
Metro Herd Control Units
Units 1M, 59M, 60M, 64M, and 77M are metropolitan (metro) Herd control units. 
These metro units have longer seasons due to higher deer populations in and around 
urban areas. note: only shotguns, muzzleloaders, and handguns are allowed in units 
59M, 60M, 64M, and 77M, whereas rifles, shotguns, muzzleloaders, and handguns are 
allowed in unit 1M during firearm seasons. However, it is important to check with 
local town officials to see if there are local ordinances prohibiting firearm use.

2011 Gun Deer seasons–metro Herd control units
season Harvest limits
October 8 - 9 Youth Gun Deer Hunt (see page 39)

November 19 - December 7

One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag 
and one antlerless deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass 
Tag which specifies being valid statewide or in Herd 
Control and EAB units.

December 8 - 11
Antlerless deer only hunt: One Antlerless Deer per 
unused Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag which specifies being 
valid statewide or in Herd Control and EAB units.

2011 Archery Deer Seasons–Metro Herd Control Units
season Harvest limits

September 17 - November 17 & 
November 19 - January 31, 2012

One buck per unused Archery Buck Deer Carcass Tag, 
eXcept December 8-11. One antlerless deer per unused 
Archery Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag and one antlerless 
deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag which 
specifies being valid statewide or in Herd Control and 
EAB units.

December 8 - 11

Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused 
Archery Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag and one antlerless 
deer per unused Antlerless Deer Carcass Tag which 
specifies being valid statewide or in Herd Control and 
EAB units.

Hunters’ code of ethics
1. Respect Landowners
• Always know where you are hunting and gain permission before entering 

private lands. Know how to use a map, compass, or GPS unit when needed.
• Be courteous, follow the landowner’s rules and treat their property with 

respect.
2. Respect other Hunters
• Don’t interfere or disrupt the hunt of another. Treat other hunters in a manner 

that you would expect to be treated.
3. Respect Non-Hunters
• Understand that not everyone supports hunting. While everyone is entitled to 

their own view, positive hunting behavior will not turn someone who is neutral 
toward hunting into someone who is opposed to it.

4. Respect Wildlife and other Natural Resources
• Follow all hunting laws and report observed violations to your local warden.
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chronic Wasting Disease earn-a-Buck units 
Chronic Wasting Disease Earn-A-Buck Units are the non-shaded units with cross-hatches 
on the Deer Management Unit map on pages 28-29. All non-state park units within the 
CWD Management Zone (CWD-MZ) have unlimited Earn-A-Buck regulations except 
during the Youth Gun Hunt when EAB doesn’t apply and during the Oct. and Dec. 
antlerless-only deer seasons when EAB stickers may be earned but only antlerless deer 
may be harvested. important notice: the EAB requirement does not apply to 
a person's one Archery Buck Deer Carcass Tag or to a person's one Gun Buck Deer 
Carcass Tag. EAB rules do apply to all other bucks harvested in the CWD-MZ. Additional 
bucks harvested in the CWD zone and tagged with any other type of deer carcass tag 
require that a Buck Authorization Sticker is attached to the tag OR an unregistered 
antlerless deer tagged by the same hunter accompanies the tagged buck until both are 
registered together. CWD units include the following: 54B-CWD, 70-CWD, 70A-CWD, 
70B-CWD, 70E-CWD, 70G-CWD, 71-CWD, 73B-CWD, 73E-CWD, 75A-CWD, 
75C-CWD, 75D-CWD, 76-CWD, 76A-CWD, 76M-CWD, 77A-CWD, 77B-CWD, and 
77C-CWD. See page 46 for information on season dates within CWD-MZ state park 
units (70C-CWD, 70D-CWD, 70F-CWD, 75B-CWD).

2011 Gun Deer seasons–cWD earn-a-Buck units
season Harvest limits 
October 8 - 9 Youth Gun Deer Hunt (see page 39) 

October 13 - 16 Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused antlerless 
or CWD deer carcass tag.

November 19 - 27 & 
December 24 - 
January 8, 2012

One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag (without EAB). 
Also, one buck deer per unused antlerless or CWD deer carcass tag 
provided a valid Buck Authorization Sticker is affixed to the back OR 
an unregistered antlerless deer tagged by the same hunter accompanies 
the buck deer until both are registered. Also, one antlerless deer per 
additional unused antlerless or CWD deer carcass tag.

December 8 - 11 Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused deer 
carcass tag.

2011 Archery Deer Season—CWD Earn-A-Buck Units 
season Harvest limits 

September 17 - 
January 8, 2012 

One buck deer per unused Archery Buck Deer Carcass Tag (without 
EAB). Also, one buck deer per unused antlerless or CWD deer 
carcass tag provided a valid Buck Authorization Sticker is affixed 
to the back OR an unregistered antlerless deer tagged by the same 
hunter accompanies the buck deer until both are registered, eXcept 
October 13-16 and December 8-11 antlerless-only seasons (see below). 
Also, one antlerless deer per unused antlerless or CWD deer carcass 
tag.

October 13 - 16 & 
December 8 - 11

Antlerless deer only hunt: One antlerless deer per unused antlerless 
or CWD deer carcass tag.

2011 Muzzleloader Deer Season—CWD Earn-A-Buck Units 
season Harvest limits 

November 28 - 
December 7

One buck deer per unused Gun Buck Deer Carcass Tag (without EAB). 
Also, one buck deer per unused antlerless or CWD deer carcass tag 
provided a valid Buck Authorization Sticker is affixed to the back OR 
an unregistered antlerless deer tagged by the same hunter accompanies 
the buck deer until both are registered. Also, one antlerless deer per 
unused antlerless or CWD deer carcass tag.


